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When we turn to practice, we shall see that such a
necessity involves other necessary things; the notion
of security will reappear and impose sacrifices, and absorb
forces.

In order to direct the attack, to guard it from enemy
undertakings, to prevent the enemy from undertaking
the same manoeuvre, we shall have to support a great
number of combats, each of which must have a well-
determined end. Let us nevertheless consider it settled
that, decisive attack being the keystone of battle, all
other actions which battle involves must be faced,
considered, organised, supplied with forces, only in so
far as they prepare, facilitate and guarantee the develop-
ment of the decisive attack, which is characterised by
mass, surprise, speed; in view of which, therefore, the
maximum of forces and of manoeuvring troops must be
kept in reserve.

Hence the economy of forces, that is, their distribution
and use in battle,

IV

The difference between the battle of manoeuvre and
the parallel battle does not consist only in a difference
as to the issue : such an issue being, in the first case,
prepared, sought, reached by means of a decisive attack,
while, in the second, it is rather expected in a successful
action springing uf> on one or more undetermined
points of the front. They also differ radically in respect
of conduct, execution, economy of forces.

It is important to establish this point, for even though
parallel battle be theoretically put aside, one comes back
to it unless a plan of tfee battle, concerning first of all
the decisive attack, has been strongly set up and made a
basis for the combination of forces*

In the parallel battle, tactics attempt, consciously or
unconsciously, to break the other party's resistance by
slowly and progressively using up enemy forces. To
this end, fighting is kept up everywhere* It is fed every-
where. Reserves are devoted to this supporting task.
Reserves become a kind of reservoir of forces from which
one draws what is necessary to making up the wear and
tear which continues a,nd must be repaired. Art con-
sists in still keeping a reserve up to the point where the